Randwick Village Hall & Playing Fields Committee
Health and Safety

Health and Safety obligations include:
		Health and Safety Law, Fire Precautions, Food Hygiene and Safety

Randwick Village Hall & Playing Field Committee is obliged in law to avoid carelessly or recklessly causing personal injury to people or damage to property.  This obligation applies equally to all those who use the Village Hall.  There are key pieces of legislation which are applicable:
·	The Health and Safety at Work Act 1994 – which covers 7 areas of activity including the management of Health and Safety, Safety and Welfare in the workplace; display screens ( such as computers); personal protective equipment; provision and use of work equipment; manual handling ( such as lifting) and fire precautions.
·	The management of Health and Safety at work regulations 1999 – which covers the need for risk assessments in the workplace; emergency procedures and communications with staff.
·	Workplace (Health Safety and Welfare) regulations 1992 – which oblige the Committee to keep the premises and equipment in good repair; ventilate and heat any office; provide adequate cleaning and lighting etc.  There needs to be a First Aid Box and an accident book for both employees and users of the Hall.
·	Hazardous substances (which may include chemicals for cleaning) are covered by the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH Regulations) which impose a duty on employers to deal with such hazards safely.
·	Fire Precautions – the Hall must be up to the latest standards and have a fire certificate.  Under the Fire Precautions (Workplace) Regulations 1997 there must be notices relating to fire displayed, and regular maintenance of equipment, risk assessments and fire practices must be carried out.  At the beginning of every public session the users need to be made aware of the escape arrangements.  At regular intervals throughout the daily use of the Hall checks should be made, and at the end of every day a standard checking procedure must be carried out that looks for any sign of fire, and ensures that electrical appliances have been switched off, lights turned off, heaters and cookers turned off and all internal and external doors secured.
·	Food Hygiene and Safety.  The Village Hall has the highest level of Food Hygiene  for  the serving of food. It does not cover the preparation of food on the premises; food must be brought in ready-prepared.

In compliance with the law those responsible for enforcement will always provide practical and constructive advice.  Their primary aim is to ensure the safety of the public.  Prosecution will only occur where there are many and repeated infringements.  The Committee/Trustees need to be trained in this whole area of work, they are responsible for it.
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