Randwick Village Hall & Playing Fields Committee

Environmental Policy

Randwick Village Hall & Playing Fields Committee endeavours to set an overall example of good practice is taking a responsible attitude towards the environment and encourages all users of the Village Hall to do like wise. All user groups must enter into the spirit of this policy. All hirers of the Hall are encouraged to take a responsible attitude towards the environment when using the premises.

The policy covers three areas:

· the built environment, 

· the global environment and the 

· social environment. 

It suggests ways in which all users and the Committee can minimise environmental impact, improve sustainability and create a healthy social environment.

The Buildings.

· The buildings will be maintained in good condition with good decor throughout. 

· Where financially possible opportunities will be taken to ensure the hall is a comfortable and pleasant environment to use.

· Externally the hall will be kept in keeping with the local environment.  

· The condition of the building will be surveyed annually and observations discussed at committee. Any improvements and the on-going maintenance will be budgeted for and this budget set at the AGM.

Transport

· Users of the Hall and Playing Fields will be encouraged to walk to this community venue. 

· Those who do need to use a car are encouraged to share their transport with others to cut down on fuel consumption and emissions to the atmosphere. 

Energy Efficiency 

· Energy usage will be monitored monthly and publicised. This will promote an awareness of energy usage amongst the Village users and help conserve it. It will also promote an awareness of energy use in the wider community. 

· Where possible attempts will be made to minimise energy use: this includes the use of good levels of insulation together with modern heating and lighting technologies.

Water usage

· Users are encouraged to minimise the consumption of water. Small plastic bowls are provided in the kitchen sinks to minimise the use of washing water. Kettles are provided for boiling water to ensure only the amount needed is boiled and consumed.

· Low flush toilet cisterns were fitted when the toilets were updated.

Chemicals

· All chemicals will be evaluated and "environmentally friendly" ones selected where their performance is adequate. 

· If there are problems with mice, mechanical mouse-traps will be used rather than poison.

Waste

· Users will be encouraged to recycle waste by the provision of adequate, easy-to-use recycling bins. 

· Any recyclable waste generated will be filtered through the appropriate recycling streams. 

· The quantity of waste generated will be published monthly with a breakdown of landfill and recycling proportions. This will promote an awareness of waste generation amongst user groups, help minimise it and illustrate the potential for recycling. It will also promote an awareness of recycling in the wider community. 

· Wherever possible, users of the Hall must attempt to minimise their own waste. 

· The Hall provides crockery and cutlery to cut down the requirement for disposable products. 

· Communications with the representatives of user groups for agendas, minutes of meetings and invoices will be electronic so as to minimise the use of paper.

Social

The Committee recognise the hall as being a hub of social activity in the village. As such it promotes and encourages public events. Public events using the building will be free of charge at the discretion of the Treasurer, who will decide if it is financially viable to do so.. All users are expected to comply with the code of conduct set out in the conditions of hire. This will ensure everyone enjoys the use of the facility and there will be no adverse affect on the neighbours.

Playing Fields and Play Area

This policy extends to the land surrounding the building. Flower beds and trees should be planted where they are sustainable and appropriate.  Two dog-waste bins are provided for those exercising dogs.

